Ferep

AKTUEL] HEN

.Die demonstrierenden jungen
Menschen sind berechtigt”
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»Die Anliegen der demonstrierenden jungen Menschen sind berechtigt” - so die

Uberschrift einer Stellungnahme von Wissenschaftlerinnen und Wissenschaftlern,

die unter dem Namen ,Scientists For Future” die seit Wochen demonstrierenden

Jugendlichen unterstiitzen und deren Forderungen nach schnellem Handeln
wissenschaftlich bekriftigen. Mehr als 19.000 Wissenschaftlerinnen und
Wissenschaftler aus Deutschland, Osterreich und der Schweiz haben den Aufruf
unterzeichnet.

Die Stellungnahme, die heute von vier Wissenschaftlerinnen und Wissenschaftler in
Anwesenheit von Luisa Neubauer und Jakob Blasel von Fridays For Future in der
Bundespressekonferenz in Berlin prisentiert wurde, fordert von der Politik, die
Anliegen der jungen Generation Ernst zunehmen und MaRnahmen zu ergreifen. Die
Politik stehe /17 der Verant / ‘ ; ]

es in dem Papier.

Prof. Dr. Maja Gopel, Generalsekretirin des Wissenschaftlichen Beirats der



Bundesregierung Globale Umweltveranderungen (WBGU) unterstiitzt dies:

Aufforderung an die Politik, zu handeln.

Prof. Dr. Volker Quaschning, Professor fiir Regenerative Energiesysteme an der HTW
in Berlin, betont einmal mehr die Notwendigkeit, unverziiglich Maf¢nahmen zu ergreifen,

die den weltweiten Temperaturanstieg mit hoher Sicherheit auf 1,5°C zu begrenzen.

Karen Helen Wiltshire, Stellv. Direktorin des Alfred~Wegener~Institui: Helmholtz-

Zentrum fiir Polar- und Meeresforschung (AWI), weifdt darauf hin, dass die

Klimawandelfolgen als ersten an den Kiisten zu spiiren sind:

Scientists For Future gehen dabei auch auf die gesundheitlichen Gefahren des
Klimawandels ein. Fiir Dr. Eckart von Hirschhausen, Arzt und Wissenschaftsjournalist
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Statement of scientists and scholars concerning
the protests for more climate protection - #Scientists4Future

The concerns of the young protesters
are justified

At present, many young people have begun to demonstrate persistently for
climate protection and the preservation of our natural resources. As
scientists and scholars, and based on sound scientific knowledge, we .
declare: These concerns are justified and supported by the best
available science. The current measures for climate, biodiversity,
forest, marine, and soil protection are far from sufficient. |

The Paris Agreement on Climate Change of 2015 obliges nation states
under international law to keep global warming well below 2°C. In
addition, all countries have promised efforts to limit global warming to
1.5 °C.

It is critical to immediately begin reducing net CO2 emissions and to
eliminate them to zero worldwide between 2040 and 2050 at the latest. A
more rapid reduction increases the probability of reaching 1.5°C. The
burning of coal should be nearly ended by 2030, while the burning of oil and
natural gas should be reduced simultaneously until all fossil fuels have
been replaced by climate-neutral energy sources. Considering global
climate justice, in Europe this change has to take place even more quickly.

While the need for participation and discussion remains, action must be
taken now. Discussion and action are not mutually exclusive. Many social
and technological innovations already exist which can maintain quality of
life and improve human well-being without destroying our natural resources.

In all German-speaking countries, neither necessary scale nor speed are
being achieved in the restructuring of the energy, food, agriculture,



resource, and mobility sectors. Germany will fail to meet the climate
protection targets it has set itself for 2020, and the achievement of the goals
of the German Sustainability Strategy for 2030 is at high risk. Moreover, |
there is still a lack of an effective climate protection law. Austria has set
itself goals in its climate and energy strategy that do not in any way do
justice to the Paris Agreement and even for this purpose neither the
necessary measures nor the financial means are provided. At the same
time, soil degradation and surface coverage per person and year in Austria
are the highest in Europe. Switzerland has reduced its greenhouse gas
emissions only slightly since 1990; at the same time, emissions caused
abroad have increased considerably. In the first parliamentary debate on
the total revision of the CO2 Act, domestic reduction targets were abolished
and Swiss emissions were to be reduced by offsetting them abroad. In the
end, the law failed for the time being.

The young people rightly demand that our society should prioritize

sustainability and especially climate action without further hesitation.

Without far-reaching and consistent change, their future is in danger. This

change means, among other things: With new courage and the necessary

speed, we will introduce renewable energy sources. We will consistently

implement energy-saving measures. And, we will fundamentally change our
patterns of nutrition, mobility and consumption.

Politicians in particular have a responsibility to create the necessary
framework conditions in a timely manner. In particular, climate-friendly and
sustainable action must become simple and cost-effective, while climate-
damaging action must become unattractive and expensive (e. g., through
effective CO2 prices, cessation of subsidies for climate—damaging actions
and products, efficiency regulations and social innovations). A socially
balanced distribution of the costs and benefits of change is essential.

The enormous mobilisation of the Fridays for Future/Climate Strike
movement shows that young people have understood the situation. As



scientists and scholars, we emphatically approve their demand for rapid
and forceful action.

As people who are familiar with scientific work and who are concerned
about the current developments, we see it as our social responsibility to
point out the consequences of inadequate action.

Only if we act quickly and consistently can we limit global warming,
halt the mass extinction of animal and plant species, preserve the
natural basis for life and create a future worth living for present and
future generations. This is exactly what the young people of Fridays
for Future/Climate Strike want to achieve. They deserve our respect
and full support.



